AGM Minutes
Tuesday 13 Feb 2024
The Bank House

Ballydehob

Present: Pat Moynihan; Sylvia Wilson; Chris Gaughran; Dolf D’Hondt; Wendy Miles; Pete Little; Louise
Edwards; Paddy McCormack; Helen Walsh; Maggie McColgan; Paul Cobb; Elaine (?)

Present Online: Annita McKee; Eidin Griffin; Mark Beatty; Nina McGowan

Apologies; Corina Thornton; David Seeger; Rob Monaghan; Nuala Mahon; Brian O’Rourke; Peter
McDonnell; Louis Heath

AGM was preceded by a zoom talk from Prof Roger West, about concrete and focusing on the marine
environment. There were a number of collective members who joined the talk online, but
unfortunately the recording was lost so we have lost records of attendees.

Pat passed copies of the annual report, (attached) and read through it, there was some discussion
about the origins of the group, and the difficulties with failed funding applications last year; the
current situation with our foreshore licensing was also discussed, as it’s processing is still being
delayed at the licensing department. It was submitted and accepted in May 2023. Maggie has been
liaising with the department, the most recent information was that we were twelfth in the queue of
applications waiting to be processed.

Chris read out annual financial statement (attached). Ecologist’s reports will be invoiced when we
have funds.

Size and position of the proposed site were discussed, and the marine legislation which is allowing
large trawlers to fish close to shore. The nets on some trawlers are only 16mm, so any fish or
creatures bigger than 16mm are caught.

Pat read out plans for 2024. There was some discussion of pros and cons of publicity before we have
the foreshore licence. There was consensus to proceed with some caution concerning publicity, and
instead to focus on consultations and talks about marine concerns within the local communities.

A candidate forum in the coming elections was proposed, to highlight marine issues, and not
opposed.

ACTION: It was agreed to take action by asking everyone to write to their TDs.

There was lively interest and questions about the request from Prof Marcus Maeder to join the group
and to conduct bio acoustic monitoring at the site. A consensus voted to go ahead with the purchase
of hydrophones for his project, initial cost to us in the region of 1500 euro. Chris offered to buy
these on the understanding that when there are sufficient funds from fund raising activities, she will
be refunded. Maggie offered to identify potential grant funding sources. (Project details attached)

Attached: Annual Report; Financial Statement; and Bio Acoustic project proposal.



